By JONATHAN TAKIFF
MMWW

OR TODAY'S schoolchildren,

‘how would the ascent of Barack
Obama to the presidency really reso-
nate?

Obviously, everyone would mark
this as a most historic occasion, the
first time a man of color had achieved
the highest leadership post in the
land. But would young people be able
wpmﬂmlandnwkmtotme histor-
ic context and cause for celebration,
contemplating the depths of diserimi-
nation and the many battles for civil
rights that were waged for this day of
justice and equality to finally prevail?

]nPh:lsr]eIphm,lhennswena “Yes,
we can, can, yes we can,” thanks to
“Get It From the Drums,” a unique,
multi-media book and CD package
put together by local author Wynne
Alexander.

Used in about 60 Philadelphia pub-

lic junior high and high schools, the
package makes it a mission to “Wake
Up Everybody” to the history and
gruwﬂ: of the civil-rights movement
and such other grass-roots activist
causes as feminism, environmental-
ism and the anti-war movement.

ly, to enlightening so
like Marvin Gaye (“What's Gomg
SOL

ssissippi
and James Brown (“Say It Loud —
I'm Black and I'm Proud”) that rallied
the downtrodden and rattled the es-
tablishment.

“So many students find the history
om:ecr.ril-nghtsmmmtwbe ‘old-
head- storfes,’ noted Dennis
Creedon, chief of the School District
of Philadelphia’s Office of Creative
and Performing Arts, who commis-
sioned Alexander to write and pack-
age the mixed-media project. “But
when you contextualize the move-
ment through the music of the times
— much of which they've never heard
— it brings the curriculum to life.
They realize these were real strug-
gles with real people who gave their
Tives to gain their civil rights.”

The book and dise are used, said
Creedon, “in eighth-grade social-stud-
ies classes, in high-school American
history classes as part of constitution-
al-rights discussions and also in mu-
sic-composition classes.”

‘Wading in

Starting with its title and cover art,
the book reminds us that music has
been used as a positive force for pro-
test and empowerment since the Rev-
olutibnary days that created these
United States, when rebel Colonists
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marched into combat to the beat
ofadrum.

During the era of slavery, run-
aways took aid and comfort from
gospel songs such as “Wade in
the Water” and “Follow the

the Blg Dipper mthemghtslw)
her breezy-reading, fact-

ﬁ.lled book, Alexander suggests
that the use of music as a tool for

and FM radio; her fa-
ther, Bob Klein, was
general manager of
the stations.
'DAS-AM was the
loudest and proud-
est voice of the Afri-

GET IT FROM THE DRUMS

A e

vorite songs that I knew that were crucml
then,” said Al der. Using old

and her considerable guilt-tripping skills, she
reminded contacts that “for years, the indus-
try has been bemoaning the lack of music edu-
cation in the schools.”

In the end, she persuaded major labels such
as EMI and Warner Brothers, and heirs to the
estates of Gaye, John Lennon (“Imagine”) and
others to ante up multiple tunes for free —
“which was unprecedented” — then built her
text and time line around those hits.

!an s controversial song about anill-fated in-
terracial romance, “Society’s Child,” came

in City
Council on Oct 30. Her book isat left.

s}nrecalled.“Butweoouldn't really ‘rip

vices weren't menng black events,
didn’t

can-American community, with a signal that
came in especially well in North Philadelphi
Before it likewise aligned with that culture,
WDAS-FM functioned in the late 1960s as
Philadelphia’s first full-time underground
rock music station, with long-haired hippie
DJs making hits of protest songs such as the
Chambers Brothers' “Time Has Come To-
day,” also featured in Alexander’s book and
dise compilation.

While her first love was music (which she
still purstes, cmﬂ:lrg plano-based snn,pwlth

Jjumped in-
wthcm}msmmti. Just shy of 19, she
joined the DAS news staif as an anchor and re-

| porter (heavy on the investigative beat), roles
| she'd maintain for a decade as the only woman

and one of just two Caucasians on the team.
“We had a very vibrant news department,

with seven full-time reporters, numerous

stringers and two networks at our disposal,”

“So poople i ey R Loom Sulivan, D
[M-‘l-ﬁm Luther] King and Judge Raymond
Pace Alexander [no relation] had to be met

and put on the air as newsmakers. And both re-

“It’s nmportant. said Creedson. “that stu-
dents see how much these artists really put
themselves on the line. Also, that they realize
protest is a democratic American right. Not
mazwewamwaymmmg;mvahrbmwe
ﬂ]Lwant to believe in a better opportunity for
Another sign the times they are a-changing:
Philadelphia City Council hauled Wynne Alex-
ander into chambers last Thursday ... to

gl\'e heraspeua!comendamn
Jannie Black-

porters and DJs regularly p d the
nemmpymlhmuspc,u&ngsongshkcﬂm!&
‘Figlsdm?mm’or&tem\\'m

well, the d * i 's *im-
pmmvecareerasajwmahst.authoroom
poser, civil ri

ley Brothers'
der’s ‘Past Time Paradise’ as a
onsormdamgthal.wedmpmdthmmm-
cially backwards and disgusting.”
Finding the beat

In 2004, when Creedon persuaded Alex-
ander to take on “Get It From the Drums,”
she said she “had to work backwards." Her
first mission was to gain rights to songs soshe
could print full lyrics in the book and p p

cord.mgm

Most especially, it praised her for “the ac-
of her ground-breaking new

heolc. wmdlnsghoolffﬁmcilhm planmrsm

withinterest.

“In my acceptance, 1 ended my remarks

with, ‘Go Barack,' ™ Alexander shared with a

laugh{glenevmonecmuptoshﬂww

original artist performances on a special com-
panion CD teachers play in the classroom.
“I started with a wishlist of 35 to 40 of my fa-

were actu-
ally among the most enthusiastic.”

Yup, it's really looking like the start of a
brand-new day. Go, Wynne. %

Ondiscs & online, singers doth protest just enough

By JONATHAN TAKIFF
tekiff@philynews.com
SESES-T060

New protest-minded musical
recordings aiming to make this a
better world are grabbing our at-
tention this election day.
oBAMA'S TEAM: Hidden Beach
Records is wunng “Yes
We Can: Voices of a G

Movement” (A-) as a Grammy
contender. An unprecedented ar-
ray of artists from the worlds of
rock, soul, hip-hop, blues, gospel,
folk and country have contribut-
ed songs of patriotic hope and
awareness to this project funded
by the Obama/Biden campaign.
It’s as much a souvenir of this
historic election as it is a fund-
and The

most effective cuts — like John
Mayer’s “Waiting on the World to
Change” — mix the singer’s chal-
lenges with snippets of speeches
from Sen. Obama and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. that resonate
with the same message: With the
right ideas and spirit, we can
make a better life for everyone.
Also jumping out for me were
Lionel Richie’s gospel-choir-fu-

eled original, “Eternity,” John
Legend's intimate solo voice and

piano performance of UR's
"Pnde Inthe Name of Love,” and
the hip-hop-flavored “Promise
Land” from Malik Yusef, Kanye
West and Maroon 5's Adam Le-
vine. Other contributors include
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